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' SOUTE HUNAN REBUTIDS TWO COAL MIKES

In rebuilding South China after liberation, one of the most rressing nesde
wiil be sources of fuel. In this respect, the two great ccal mines of southern
Hunan, Yeng-mei-shan (Ueda: 5123, 4971, 2508) and Tru-haing (11373, 9630), osccupy
a8 position of great importance,

Higtery

These mines were operated locally on a samall scale for hundreds of years,
but d1d not receive full official attention wntil the Japanese blockade Auring
the past war cut the movement of coal southward from North Chira., To sacure
fuel for scuthern industry and rail communications , the Bationaliast government

ostablished the Hsiang-nan (South Hunen) Coal Mine Bureau to direct exploitation
of the two mines,

In the winter of 1939, cols from tue Yang-mei-shan Mine ani bituminous coml
from the Tzu-hsing Mine were used to supply Kuang-chou arsenals Mo 14 and ¥o %0,
the pover plant snd water works of Kuang-chou, tbe Ewangtung -- Han-k'ou Railroad,
and, later, the Hunan-Kwvangsi and Kweichow-Kwangn1 Reilroeds. In 17h5 both mines
vere taken over by ths Japanese and suifered heavy war damages. The Tzu-hping

Mine has not yst buen completely resiorad and the Yaog-mei-~shan Mine is produdcing
only 20,000 tops per month.

Mine Data

The Yang-mei-chan Mine 1s serviced by the Ewangtung -- Ban-k'ou Railread,
which extends to Wu-ch'i, ' “1lometers avey. Transportation from the mine to
Wu-Ch'1 18 d4fficult because of irregular terrain features. There is no read,

but it has been possitle to comstruct & light double-track railvay from the nine
to the main line at Wu-ch'i.

preTRInTCA
bERiiiiciad
-1 -
CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED
STATE X[ navy X | nsrs DISTRIBUTION
ARNY AR Fa1 [ 1 ]

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/13 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600260929-2



- CIA-RDP80-00809A000600260929-2 " 4

3 )

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/

m— | STAT]

In the metter of technical equipnent, the mine possesses cme 50-horaspover :
. steam engine, two 60-horsspover steam bollers, one 30-horsepower steem boiler, b
‘ all of the upright type; one 35-kllovolt-ampere generator and a T5-kilovolt-anpere =
! gensrator, two air coampresgors, one drill-repairing machine, and one air pumyp. “
Repati~shop equimment includes three lathes, ons medium-head plener, an upright
drill press, a povered saw and a wheel PIISH.

Transport equipment conelsts of a six-kilametsr double-track light milway
and 570 large and amall V-hopper coal cars

There are one vertical snd 11 Lorizontal mine sbhafts. Mine equipment in-

cludes two No 3% water pumps and 300 battery lemps, Fifty bulldings house the
minere and provide offices and warehouties. .

The Yang-mei-shan mine fleld has reserves of approximately 5 million tons.
Analgein reveais a moisture content of .6 perceat, dolotite content of 23 per-

cent, fixed carbon 56.2 percemt, ash 22,25 percent and an output of 12,400 Britieh o Y P
thermal units, . .

Production from 1948 - 19h2 averaged 10,000 tons monthly, In 1943 because
of increased military transport requirements of the railroads of South China,
production was stepped up to 24,000 tons & menth.

After the war, plans were met up for an eventual production of 300 tome a
day to supply the Kuang-chou -- dan-k'ou Bailroed and Rusng-chou city, but the
transport de.srds of the ever-expanding civil war reduced the coal-carrying
capacity of the railroad to barely sufficient for its own use, 1.e,, from 8,000
to 10,000 tons a month. Recause of the resulting accumulation at the mine amd
2lowdown In ealer turnover, producticn was cub Lo 300 tons a day. ILate in 1948
Sung Tze-wen {T. V. Soong) requested that production again be stepped up +o 500
tons daily in order to relleve & coal shortage in Kuang-chou. If the railroad
were not overloaded with civil-war military transport matoriel so that it corld
move the coal, a daily production of 700 toms would be possidle.

The Tzu-hsing Mine lies northwest of Hsu-tung Station, on the Kuang-chou ==
Han-k‘ou Railrcad, about 10 kllometers west of Tzu-hsing city, The north and
south axis of the mine field ias 12 kilumeters long., Formerly the mine had &
4n-kilcgeter 35-powmd /frail welght per foot/ standard gruge railroad comnecting
with the Kuang-chou -- Hen-k'ou 1ins a% Hsu-chie-tung Station. This rrivate
line was sold to the Kuang-chou -- Han-k'ou Railroad after the war,

In addition to the mine's main railroad line, a number of brench lines were
constructed, and eame truck transport was provided. Transport from the vertical

and horizontal shatfts which are in the mountains is provided by light double-track
rail lines.

In 1947, experts estimted the reserves of this f1eld at more than 80 mililoa
tons, not including an area in the northern rart of the field operated by the
latimnal Reaorrces Camnission. Between 1937 and 1944 an area vas opened 10,000
meters leng, from north to south, and 2,000 meters wide from east to west., The
total thicknese of the veilns 1s 3 msters. There are 78 million tons [poasibly

this figure should read 7 to 8 millicu_x7 of coal reserves in this opensd earee with
specific gravity of 1.3.

Analysis of the one sample of coal from this field reveals a moisture content
of 0.23 percent, volatile content 26.07 percent, fixed carbon 63 percent, ash
10.40 percent, phosphoruas 0.0916 percent, and = thermal capacity of 14,341 Britiah

thermal units of high coking quallity, Other samples reveal msome variations fram
the above.

BESTR™"

-3 -

RESTRICTED

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/13 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600260929-2



e

RS
v

‘Sanitized Cop

- - ™

* omon PESTRICTED STAT]

There are two vertical and eix horizontal shafts in operation. During ths
. ) war with Japen progress was slow and was shopped altonether after the cosming of LS
the Japanese. Total production up to that time amounted to 130,000 toms. Fead- : s
var production, becauss of the civil war, has not exceeded 100 tons a day. BSows

of the pits are flooded,

With approach of the civil war intc the arsa 1t was plagned by the mansgd-
ment to cease work, but wnly abont LOO of the Yang-msi-shen Mine workesrs left.
The remeinder, about 800, continued to vork and await ltberation. At the Tru-
haing Mine, work ceased in May. Only caretakers remain at the mine.

While reserves st Yanz-mei-shan are limited, those at Tzu-hsing could be
operated at & dnily producticn of 1,00C toms for 20D years. o
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